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Update no 8 Mercy Trucks Mission To Assist. September 2007Charity number 1087704

MERCY TRUCKS 10th YEAR ANNIVERSARY

MERCY TRUCKS was founded in 1997, as a volunteer humanitarian organitat works to link
resources to needs by using various forms of logistics includingstrabkpping containers and mobile
medical units to undertake relief initiatives with speed andieffay as well as putting together longer
term community development projects.

Mercy Trucks operates under the umbrella of Marine Reach andh Yditih A Mission (YWAM), the
latter having bases in over 1,100 different locations around the workdcyMrucks is able to make
use of these bases in the countries where they work. Marind el ship ministry of Youth With
A Mission and operates ships, trucks, helicopters and other resqumeding volunteers with a
platform to serve in areas of need around the world. Mercy Trucle isnain part of their Truck
Ministry.

Everyone, including the trustees, directors and charity coordinatoMeofy Trucks work on a
voluntary basis, therefom® personnel costs are incurred by the charity, allowing 100% ahoney

donated to go for the intended purpose - -
Alnewitraining|schooliforavolunteers

For the last 10 years, the people of Ibiza ha
been very supportive and as part of Mer
Trucks 10" anniversary, we are organising
fundraiser dinner dance to take place in Ibiza
October 28. Marine Reachthe umbrella
organisation for Mercy Trucks, are bringing o
of their ships “Next Wave”, a 42 metre traini
ketch, to visit Ibiza from October £aL7". This 3
ship serves as a training platform in which\a
range of projects take place. The main objectlve R
is for the vessel to bring training to future
leaders, staff and volunteers, equipping agd
enabling them to work in various humanitarig
and reconciliation efforts around the world. T
vessel will serve as a floating training ba®€
focusing most of her time in the Mediterranean Sea region withjar focus in the Mlddle East, and
North Africa. She is licensed for 25-30 students plus 4 schodlasidf12 crew members. Registered
out of Liverpool UK, it is hoped that Ibiza may become her Mediterranean home port.

This sailing ship (ketch) is a floating school; providing training for v@erg who want to go into
missions and voluntary overseas development work. In January, Mercyviiluckeers will drive the

next wagon from the UK down to Guinea Bissau in West Africa wiverare working on establishing
healthcare infrastructure. The wagon we took down last year hasnbadified to self load and to
carry second hand 20 foot shipping containers and work is continuicgnteert these shipping
containers into mobile medical and dental units. Our aim is to eemitwe newly trained volunteers
and to support them with the infrastructure and equipment they need tber existing Mercy Truck
projects and also pioneer exciting new projects around the world.
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WHAT ARE MERCY TRUCKS DOING NOW?

Mercy Trucks are working towards expanding their operations intm llamerican countries. This
would again involve buying low cost second hand trucks and ambulanceg, tta&mn down to a base
in Mexico and converting them into mobile medical/dental outreach units.

2 years ago that we had the vision of serving in Guinea Bissau in West Afrite Be¢ginning we had
no truck, no money, no staff, no base and no medical equipment, but wegusinkilling people
what we were going to do and we prayed abouthen people gave and people volunteered. Now we
have just been blessed with the donation of our 6th truck. We are aisung to expand into more
West African countries anftelp serve to try and beat back poverty.

Mercy Trucks are now working to serve and support some
dedicated and hardworking medical staff who are often missio
volunteers, some from South America. At the moment there
child malnutrition unit on the base in West Africa along with
medical clinic, a dental clinic and a small pharmacy and weane
making more mobile Mercy Truck medical and dental units.

Sri Lanka;
We are working on new projects to help with agricultural and micro entemgbeiselopment. Through
developing and implementing new technologies, we hope to help protect natural recodiisescase
their financial revenue and encourage environmentally friendly manufagtdiis includes working
to research ways of producing paper pulp from sugar cane waste and ethanol for bio fuels

As part of outEducation program, some of the projects we have undertaken in Sri Lanka this year
include supplying and installing computers in schools and installing a water soiapdghool.

Having an adventure seeing Sri Lanka by train

Kate Smith-Jackson at a first grade school.

Volunteers came out from the UK to teach 4n
schools including a special school for deaf and blind
children, an orphanage school in the Eastfirst
school and aschool for poor children on a t
plantation The plantation school ran a program
very poor childrento try and get them to atte
school on a more regular basSome of the loce
teachers also have to work on a voluntary basis as

Sarah Dinning and Sarah Westall teaching they don’t get paid or supported.

at a school for deaf and blind children



Programme to help children in orphanages

We have been really blessed through your support. This has allowed us to embark onomeua/ork.
Some of the things we have done this time to help orphans in Sri Lanka include assanearie the
children were able to design their own T shirt. We were able to hand over £250.00 il bogtkee
more beds at the Terrokkovil orphanage in the East of Sri Lanka but further funtil$ eeeded.

Through your support we

were able to give some small
scale funding to a qirls

orphanage south of Colombo
and also buy 27 new

mattresses for an orphanage
near Bandarawela in the
centre of Sri Lanka.

The Reverend who runs the orphanage is a great pioneer. He built and started therdoenmpog
centre (that we helped to fund two years ago.) This has enabled many ofitigepgople to train and
get jobs. He also started the sewing school (that we helped to fund last yeathigga going strong
with many girls training and then starting their own businesses. He bgastlfuilt a new weaving
school as well as the car / tractor, mechanic / maintenance course andkmedking facility and he
has just started a wood-working shop. He is not only looking after the children but alsangctieoh
and teaching them life skills and entrepreneurship so that they can survive whisateethe
orphanage. These business enterprises also help towards funding the orphanage.

Community Development

Last year we built a causeway / bridge for a community
of 500 who were cut off when their road was washed
away further North in Kalmunai. Last July, when we
finished this project, we pulled out just as the security
situation worsened. We felt it un-necessary to return
further north this time to see the causeway but we know
it is a vital piece of infrastructure that is a real blessing to
the community.

We have just completed the last of a two phase project to construct a spor&ility for a wonderful
community near Ella in the centre of Sri Lanka

Roy with the digger during the Roy and Catherine at the opening of the new community
construction of the sports facility sports facility built by Mercy Trucks



UK plumbers provide pipeline

In Sri Lanka

Sarah Westall from Haydon Bridge joined five others
from Tynedale in the UK who were volunteering teaching
in special schools in Sri Lanka. One of the schools was in
a very poor area in a tea plantation in the uplands. The
school had no water supply making it difficult for the
children on long hot days in the classroom.

Over the last few years, Mercy Trucks have had many
volunteers from Tynedale working to undertake a numh

Sarah Westall teaching in Sri Lanks

of orphanage, community development and educational development projectsankariever since
the tsunami. Roy Dixon the Founder of Mercy Trucks, said that when he rehbs&htah’s Father
and Uncle were the Directors of J.P. Westall Ltd, a plumbing company Ineldeaham and that
Sarah was teaching in a school with no water, that here was a perfect opportunitjrfovenjure

and he persuaded Sarah to ask her Father’'s company to sponsor Mercy Trucks the £43te@0d¢ke
to dig and install a water well, electricity line, pump house and install then&8@s of water line up
to the school class rooms, toilets, kitchen and school house.

Roy said that this is a perfect example of people working together to helpmeakertd a better

place. Mercy Trucks are on the ground in a number of countries around the world butdee ca

nothing without people coming out to volunteer and without individuals or companies who are
prepared to fund such projects. He continued “a pound goes such a long way in developing countries

when it is managed correctly”.

A lesson in digging a water
well, with the school up the
hill in the background.

Pumping the water out
and placing concrete
cylinders to line the well.

Catherine books a surprise

Because all Mercy Truck staff have to pay their own expenses,
while Roy had been volunteering in Africa, to help cover his costs,
Catherine (his wife and co founder of Mercy Trucks) worked as a
house keeper in a hospital in Hexham, England. When Roy returne
from Africa, Catherinesurprised him by producing a book depict

the 5 months in 2005 they spent together living in a tent on a
tsunami camp while Roy built houses and Catherine held art classe
as a form of counselling for the children. The book of the children’s
art along with photos, stories and poetry written by Catherine is
available for a suggested donation to Mercy Trucks of £10.00
Please email; RoyDixon@MercyTrucks.org

Placing the new water
tank onto the stand
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Project 1: Sponsor £1.00 per mile to
take a truck and trailer with medical
aid and equipment 4,600 miles from
the UK down through Europe, North
Africa, and across the desert, to
provide medical clinics in West Africa.

If we can raise the necessary funds; in January 08
we will take another truck down to our West

Africa base in Guinea Bissau. The truck will be
loaded full of equipment including a van, a dental
sweet (to be fitted into a van making another
mobile dental unit) maternity, hospital and
operating beds. Equipment to eventually set up an
aids and malaria testing laboratory. School chairs
and desks, equipment for converting shipping
containers into mobile medical and dental clinics
and some equipment for an optician’s clinic.

To drive the truck and much needed load of
equipment from the UK down to Guinea Bissau
takes about three weeks and is a distance of 4,60(
miles. We are looking for people to sponsor £1.00
per mile for as many miles as they can up to 4,60C
If the journey costs less then the remaining money
will go towards converting the truck into another
mobile medicl unit.

Project 2: Provide a computer with IT backup for aschool in Sri Lanka £150.00.

Through your donations, we were able to provide two schools with comailders with battery backt
units and ongoing IT support. We are receiving many requests from schools that nagdrolsding IT
in the school curriculum. For £150.00 you can supply and install a computer with a batieup unit.

Teachers and students at Yahalawela School The principal of Kital-Ella school with
in UVA province can now include IT in their Niranjala Thilakerathne who works to teach
curriculum after receiving a computer. teachers IT and provide IT support for schools.



Project 3: Sponsor a
Mercy Truck mobile
dental unit to visit a
prison or treat the
children at an
orphanage in the
Ukraine. £250.00

Project 4: Help
establish and provide
medical facilities.
Buy and convert a
shipping container
into a mobile medical
/dental unit for West
Africa £5,000

Left; Mercy Truck volunteers, Joanna from Holland and
Hobson from Brazil helping to convert a second-hand 20
foot shipping container into a mobile medical and dental
unit in West Africa. Above right; Amadu from Guinea
Bissau and Emosi from Fiji in one of the shipping
containers now ready to be fitted out as a dental unit.
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Project 6: Provide mattresses for children in
orphanages in Sri Lanka @ £15.00 each

Project 5: Help in _
Above; some of the broken beds with no mattressedost of

providing a future for : . ,
children in West Africa. these_z _chlldren get very little or no support and sleepni poor
. ) conditions. Above right; Catherine with some of the happy
Build a school In Guinea | chiidren who received new mattressesThe rest of the children
Bissau for £6,000.00 | in this and some other orphanages also need new mattress
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Please pay Lloyds TSB bank, Priestpopple, Hexham, Northumberland, NE46 1PA
for the credit of Mercy Trucks, Sort Code 30-94-19 Account Number 0875982

Please pay Mercy Trucks the sum of £...Monthly. Starting from ..../..../ 20....... Until further notice.
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Helping people to help themselves.

WE NEED YOUR HELP AND FUNDING TO UNDERTAKE THESE PRO JECTS
We have been blessed in being able to achieve so much this yeare \@fateful to the volunteers who
came out and helped in Africa, Ukraine and Sri Lanka. Because webeave so busy working
overseas, we have not had much opportunity to undertake fundraising. Aryphedan give to get the
medical outreach facilities operational and out on the road iicgAér sponsor the next truck we are
driving down as well as our work in Ukraine and Sri Lanka would be much appreciated.

We can't let the excuse ‘we have no funds’ hold usalbk now.“Let’s just do it.”

Mercy Trucks account details are; Lloyds TSB Bank, Sort code 30-94-19, Account number 00875982

IBAN number GB 33 LOYD 3094 1900 8759 82 or BIG SWIFT code number LOYD GB 21554
Please make cheques out to Mercy Trucks and post tiee address below.

Mercy Trucks -YWAM

PO Box 73, Hexham

NE47 OYT, United Kingdom

Tel: 0870 1269120

Fax: 0702 0973516

E-mail: info-uk@MercyTrucks.org
Web:www.MercyTrucks.org




